18 March 2004
The Hon John Thwaites MP

Minister for Environment

Level 3

1 Treasury Place

EAST MELBOURNE   VIC   3002

Dear Minister

Submission for Consent to Access the Sub-Surface of the Lower Glenelg National Park during the process of Exploration Drilling

Please find enclosed a submission seeking access to the sub-surface of the Lower Glenelg National Park for the purpose of hydrocarbon exploration drilling.

Interpretation of the data derived from our recently completed seismic survey in and around the Lower Glenelg National Park in Western Victoria supports our view that the sub-surface of the area surveyed consists of a geological environment that is ideally structured for the entrapment of hydrocarbon.

In order to test the oil and gas prospects that our seismic mapping has identified, it will be necessary to conduct exploratory drilling in the Lower Glenelg National Park.  Whilst no access to the surface of the Park is required for this purpose, access to the Park’s sub-surface is required so that we may drill into the sub-surface structures.  All surface activities will be carried out on private land outside the park boundary, on sites that are selected to minimise effects on Park values.

Your consent is sought to allow Essential Petroleum Resources to enter the Lower Gelnelg National Park at depths below the surface of approximately 500 metres.  At all times our drilling activities will be conducted in accordance with a detailed Operations Plan required and approved by the Minister responsible for the Petroleum Act 1998.

The exploration program that will ensue from your consent will be an important step in realising the economic potential of Victoria’s oil and gas resources without compromising community and environmental values.

We trust our submission will be viewed favourably and we would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you and your advisers.  In the mean time we look forward to commencing an exciting phase in Victoria’s search for new reserves of oil and gas.

Yours sincerely

ESSENTIAL PETROLEUM RESOURCES LTD

John Remfry

Managing Director

Enc

Copy to:  The Hon Theo Theophanous, Minister for Resources
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