1 HEALTH, SAFETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

1.1 Introduction

Western Geophysical has an active progressive approach to HSE. The vessel and crew’s safety in their work environment is of paramount importance.  Training is also important and in addition to regular on board training exercises, crew members are placed on external training courses covering offshore survival, fire fighting, fast rescue craft, advanced 1st aid etc.  Western Geophysical also have their own training courses covering the Safety Management System, and field 1st aid, on which crew members are also placed.  Near Miss, Unsafe Condition and Unsafe Act reporting is carried out on the crew.

1.2 Training Courses

During this survey crew members were required to maintain Offshore Survival and Helicopter Underwater Escape Training courses at two yearly intervals. Several of the crew attended refresher courses during the course of the survey.

1.3 Safety Management System (SMS) Documentation 

The Western Geophysical's SMS is electronically based on Lotus Notes. The SMS is split into three levels:

Level 1 - Corporate and contains the company's policies, training modules and fleet instructions.

Level 2 - Regional and contains Crisis response plans, Hazard Register and MSDS information.

Level 3 - Is the vessel specific part of the SMS 

The final part of the SMS, which can be found in hard copy on the vessel, is the Project Plan, which addresses job specific issues such as Medevac, local hazards and acts as an interface with the Clients SMS.

1.4 HSE induction for new personnel 

All new personnel to the vessel are given a copy of the Ship’s bill and given an orientation and general safety tour. This is carried out within 24 hours of joining. Job specific HSE inductions are given by the various department heads and included in the Western Pride SMS. 

28 personnel were given vessel HSE orientations during the prospect. This includes contractors and field service personnel.

1.5 Areas of Improvement

At the beginning of this survey Western conducted an internal HSE audit. There were 54 action items resulting from this audit, of these 2 are outstanding and 4 are continuing.

1.6 Audits

1.6.1 Inter-departmental audits

The vessel has a schedule of inter departmental audits which take place monthly and will cover the whole vessel over the course of a year.  The HSE Advisor is responsible for close out documentation and follow up of outstanding points. 

1.6.2 Internal Audits and Client Audits

Western Geophysical also has an internal audit program carried out by the HSE department based in the London Office.  All vessels are audited once a year with a follow up audit 6 months later. 

Woodside conducted an Environmental audit during the survey.

Audit








Date 



Western Internal Audit





Dec 1999

Woodside Environmental audit




Dec 1999

Inter-department audit - Accomodation



Dec 1999

Inter-department audit - Gun Deck




Jan 2000 

Inter-department audit - Hospital




Feb 2000 

1.6.3 Safety Committee  Meetings

The Safety Committee is made up of the Master, Chief Officer, Chief Engineer, Party Chief, Coordinator/s, HSE Advisor and department heads.  The Safety Committee meets at least once a month, or when necessary, discussing issues such as the near misses, unsafe acts, the ISM code and associated audits.  Minutes of these meetings are emailed to all departments and posted on the HSE notice board.  A copy is also forwarded to London HSE.  

1.6.4 Crew Safety Meetings

Crew safety meetings are held at least once a month to discuss HSE issues and provide an open forum for crew discussion, suggestions and ideas.  Issues similar to those discussed in the Safety Committee meetings are covered, as well as matters arising from the day to day running of the ship.  The meetings are attended by all crew members who are able to leave their duties.  The minutes of meetings are e-mailed to all departments and posted on the notice board for those not in attendance.  Minutes are also forwarded to London HSE.

See also the Health, Safety and Environmental statistics below.

1.7 Drills

Drills are held at least once a week to practice emergency procedures. The drills are attended by all crewmembers able to leave their duties.  The drills are frequently augmented by safety videos.

1.8 Incidents and Accidents

1.8.1 Near misses / Unsafe Acts / Unsafe Conditions

Refer to the Health, Safety and Environmental statistics below.

1.8.2 Accidents 

Refer to the Health, Safety and Environmental statistics below.

1.8.3 Reporting

All near misses, accidents or medical treatment cases are reported. 

Any damage with a repair or replacement cost of more than US $5000 is reported and filed through a company-wide database.

Special reporting procedures exist when:

a) Any accident involving an employee or subcontractor, which results in lost work days.

b) Any accident which results in death of any person, including third parties.

c) Any accident involving damage to property with a repair or replacement cost of in excess of US $25000

These must be reported by the responsible manager within 24 hours to both the Company President and the world wide HSE manager. 

1.9 Cetacean Sightings

As part of Western Geophysical's environmental policy any cetacean sightings are recorded and information forwarded to Environment Australia and Woodside.

1.10 Health,  Safety And Environmental Statistics

Exposure Hours (calculated on 24 hr exposure)

WGC / Total Marine (inc. shore support)



142,128

Client 








5,856

Sub Contractor






2,400

Supply boat







39,648

Total for survey






190,032

Number of accidents / injury





14

Number of first aid cases





13

Number of restricted work cases




0

Number of medical treatment cases




0

Number of LTI







0

Number of Near Misses





12

Number of Unsafe Acts





18

Number of Unsafe Conditions




48

Number of Environmental incidents




1

Number of Crew Safety Meetings




5

Number of Safety Committee Meetings



4

Number of fire drills 






4

Number of lifeboat drills





7

Other emergency drills
 




6

Number of CMV launches





14

CMV Hours







10.45

Number of FRC launches 





17

FRC Hours







18.83

Burnable waste (burnt)





64.25 m3
Non burnable waste (discharged ashore)



38.3 m3 

Burnable sludge (burnt)





25,570.25 litres

