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The Jommonweszslth Government offer for oil

in payatle cuentities attracied attention, and @@® it was stated in
August, 1921, fanat in a shallow bore near Moutajup, a small township.
on the railway line between Dunkeld and Hémilton in Western Victoria,é
et vetroleym had oeea found, . This was referred to by Mr., H, C.
Dod, Be.Sc., who,in a report 'to the Directors on the South Ausfralian
0il Wells Company, recormended the exercisihg of an option over the :
noldings of the Western District Cil Syndicate, with the object of
immediately developing the area. The Directors adopted his recom-

mendation, and secured leases to the extent of 5,000 acres in the

vicinity.8® [:Ehen boring for water about 1910, a contractor ob-

served indications of "oil." Nothing was done until 1921, when a

syndicate was formed and the matter was brought under’the notice.

of the South Australian 0il Wells Company who - secured an option
over the leases. A bore which had reached a depth of 175 feet wa
aadepeade déepened. Samples of the material from the.bore :

tested in the field and it was reported that positiverpetro
results were obtained. Mr. Dod state&@ that the work al

had proved "the presence of thick beds of” carbonaqeou sh

taining all the orgsnic matter necessary fdr theyformat'

in quantity, saslso the proper series of strata favorabl
concenfration of oil. The ground consists of alternati'

clays, and shales\covered by thick 1ayer of basalf

and layers of clay,he asserts,\account for the abéence“of surfa
indications 'and the presence of oil sand containing visi_

small percentage was only proved by chance while boring for water
Reports received in Melbourne at the end of July that "011 had
dlscovered" led to speculation in South Australian 011 Wells share
which rose from 184, on 19th July to 12/~ on the 10th August.A_‘Qﬁ
the receipt of Dod ] report however, share values declined shaiply 1
to 9/-. The following day, 1ith August, 1921, Mr. Barnes, Ministefi
for Mines, said ©568@a3®E2AQ when commenting upon’ the claim that .
petroleum had been discovered at Moutajup "that he would advise the

. _ ' '
public to exercise caution. The Mines Bepartment, he explained,

N
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act wish to d=amp the'ardcur of o1l searvqere or to force its
My9e upon thoseg who thought their novledge was superior to that
of the _-eoloxicsal staff,.but ne would urge that those who claimed to
nave discovered free minarsl) oil and to e in possession of samples
zhoul?d =zubmit them for test to Commonwealth or State Government
snaslysts,

A Company, the Moutajup 0il Jells, N.L., was formed
in Seutember, 1921; the legal Manager was Mr. H. 3. Connelly, and
borinz opersations were coumenced on Mt. Sturgeon Estate. The South
Australian Cil Wells Company was interested 1naf%;:;;§;, and the
drilling was carried out by the Goldfields Diamond Drilling Company.
Huts @@@@ for the men, an‘ﬁff:ie:mind a laboratory were erected.

Mr. Charles Mckelden, the discoverer of the 011 in-
¢ications, was the Field Superintendent of Moutajup 01l Welle
Company,

Another Company, the Jennawarra 011 Wells, 40, 000

sharea at 5/- each, was formed to test a large area of country

adjacent to the South Australian 011 Wells and Moutajup o011 Wellaf;w;

holdings at Moutajup. This property was reported on by Mr.”:~”f$
ﬁLDeLiXi and the prospectus set out that 1mmediate1y on the form -
N

tion of the comoany, a site would be chosen for a bore.' By the

beginning ofNovember, 1921, RuY/clupx¥s, the Moutajup, South .

com pames ’

Australian, and Jennawarra, had been formed, while the Rockefelle
A

011 Wells and the Meudell Standard Oil Wells were being floated to

prospect on properties adjacent to that of the South Australian

0il Wells. A rotary plant, capable of drilling to a depth of

4,000 feet, was to be used.

Another Company, the Boonsh Wah 0il Wells N.L. iggatea?

at Moutajup was floated with a capital of £10, 000 eﬁﬂ 40,000 shares

were
at 5/-, Twenty-five thousand of these shareshlssued to the public

TR R e s e

8t 6d. per share on anplloatlon. The company was formed to acquire

borin : i
oil @G@@@é@ options over property fiear Moutajup in the vicinity of f§
the Bores being overated by the South Australian 0il Wells, the

¥outajup 0il 7ells, znd the Jennawarra 0il Wells Companies, where

discoveries of vetroleum have veen revorted over a wide area,
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN @BER® OIL ELLS COMPANY

Covering work done to 28th February, 1922. ki

No. 1 Bore, Moutajup - Abandoned. : !

h

W 236 A " " ~ Water well, 327' of 5" casing left in |
: : cemented. ¥

o " "o - Water well

i
|

" "o Water well

[}
|

'4 n " - Water well
5 2 " - Abandoned
6 1" " -
Log Contd.
80' - 154' .. Basalt

154' - 163" .. Fine white sand
163' - 188' .. hard blue sand
188' - 195' .. Fine grey sand

495' - 225' .. Limestone grey granular, bec
: of shells towards the base

225' - 236' .. Shale, pale blue, mudatone becomi
Veins of calcite, black scum i
’ a little gas, :
Remarks: No oil.,  Bulled casing, left 30"of 6%” in

water well, Fine supply of water froin 194' and onwards

No. 7 Bore, Mdutajup; om.@@ﬂﬁ@@@ Allotment 8 of Sectio 1

MJ L Warrayure Pariéh; owner E, B. Noskes
Log: : L ~ .
o' - 1' 6" ,. soil, dark
1' 6"-4' .. Clay, yellow
4' - 17" .. Clay and decomposed basalt
17' -124' @.. Basalt, hard u
1924' - 140' .. Sand, fine brown. 6" 11gnite at Q55"
140' - 143' .. Clay, blue
43" — 175' .. Shale, dark blue with guartz veins.
Remarks: ‘ater at 24°' (subéartesian, strong) and at 113'.88 No Oib.‘

Pilled casing: 1eft as = water well.

o
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2052 Allotment 8 of Section 14,
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SCUTIL_AUSTRALIAL OIL WELLS.

—

Any-lesea Bores, pe 131 -

39" 186' DBlack parbonaceous mudstone
274! 282' PBrown coal

301" -~ 312' - Brown goal

418! 428" Brown poal

455' - 462' Coarsq sand.

'No. 1 Bore, Sec. XIII, PuriahLA_ngahook,f near Anglesea River -

R

No. 2 Bore, Noble Lease, 46 cdh. ‘west of No. 1 and 260 ff. higher, p.l13¢

105' - 300' ~Black udstone : \é},‘}'“}“,"ﬁﬁ @ng:
366' - 459' Brown |clay; beds of fossil shells Teieribedla, ’
530' -. 582' Brown|[coal sty -

736" 741" Brown coal /.l. ,a/mén i

742" ,»Vhitz. h clay. |-ZZ
lioutajup - o T 5 ﬁ'—OM/ //00'7./ =

No. 8 Bore, Allot. 3B, Sec. C, Parish Jennawarra = ./ /A, 2 =z
~ : , ' : ' T/

' ‘16' - 201' Basalt 4,56 &
“"q - 931! - 262' Tertiary shells " ‘ /. r '
273! Bedrock (0rdovician) ’ ;

Bore, Allot 8, Sec. 14, Parish of Warrayure (North) -

4' - 122’ asalt
6" lignite at 135"
'143' Blue shale with quartz “veins.

Bore, p. 130, on Allot. 5, ‘Sec. XX, Parish “Jarrayure -

6' - 154' Basalt .
195' - 225' Limestone mass of shells toward base.

2o5' - 236' Pale blue shale; bedrock 7.

Bore, Allot. 1, Soc. 9, Parish Jennawarra, opposite Moutajup
. 0il Wells No. 1l bore -

g' - 18' Ba:"llt '
sand to 36' pulled casing.. water bore.

Bore - MWJ[;»«[\

213' - 216' shell fragments upper Tertiary
260' - 283' Blue shales with- quartz.

Bore - %WW
.902' - 228' HNud

228! - 239" \uart21té

'South Australisn 01l Wells =

Ko. 1 Dore, Sec. 121, Parish Moutajup -
to 165 fect in coarse sand. P

Wo. la, 60 yards southwest of No. 1, Elevation 785 feet -

2! 60' Dasalt
131! - 134'6" Lignite - .
217! 430' Blue shale - Bedrock?
430" 504' Pale blue shale, Stopped at 504 feete ...

"'.‘-:)\Q.. .' ) . c .
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