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AdRuslt : - The Oommenwzzlthh Sovernment offer for oil

in vayvable cuesntities attracied attention, and @@ it was stated in"
august, i9gl, fnat in a shallow bore nezr koutajup, a small township.
on the rzilway line between Dunkeld and Hamilton in Western Victoria, !
saet vetroleym had oesa fTound, . This was referred to by Mr. H. C. I
Dod, B.Sc., who,in a report to the Directors on the South Australian
0il ¥lells Jompany, recormended the exercising of an option over_the
holdings of the WesternvDistrict 0il Syndicate, with the object of
immediately developing the area. The Directors adopted his recom-
mendation, and secured leases to the extent of 5,000 acres in the
vicinity.&® I:ﬁhen boring for water about 1910, a contractor ob-
served indications of "oil." Nothing was done until 1921, when a
syndicate was formed and the matter was bronght under the notice

of the South Australian 0il Wells Company who secured an option

over the leases. A bore which had reached a depth of 175 feet waef

@@apenae deepened. Samples of the material from the‘bore_we.

results were obtained. Mr. Dod stated® that the work already
had proved "the presence of thick beds of carbonaceous shw
taining all the orgsnic matter necessary for the formation
in quantity, also the proper series of strata favorable;
concenfration of oil. The ground consists of alternating 8an

clays, and shales\covered by thick layer of basalt The_ba(al

W\
and layers of clay,he asserts, account for the absence of surface

indications ‘and the presence of oil sand containing visible oil i

Reports received in Melbourne at the end of July that "011 had bee

dlscovered" led to speculation in South Australian 01l Wells sha;e

which rose from 18d. on 19th July to 12/- on the 10th August. 'bﬁ-;
the receipt of Dod S report however, share values declined sharply
to 9/-. The following day, 1ith August, 1921, Mr. Barnes, Minister
for Mines, said $PE9EEEEEIAQ when commenting upon the claim that

petroleum had been discovered at Moutajup "that he would advise the

public to exercise czution. The Mines Department, he explained,




“iid not wish to dump the ardeur of oil searchers or to force its
Agas ugon thoss ﬁho thought theip xnovledge was superior to that
of the eolozical staff, but he would urge that those who claimed to
nave discovered free minersl oil énd to e ‘in possession of samples
zhould =ubmit* them for test to Commonwealthn or State Government
enalysts. ! | 906789 004

A Company, the Moutajup 0il Wells, N.L., was formed
in Seytember, 1921; the legal Manager waé Mr. H. E. Connelly, and
boring operations were commenced on Mt. Sturgeon Estate, The South
Australian Cil Wells Company was interested inaihz:;;éa, and the
drilling was carried out by the Goldfields Diamond Drilling Company.,
Huts @®8®@ for the men, an offlce, and a laboratory were erected.

Mr. Charles‘gcaé££;2? the discoverer of the 011 in-
cications, was the Field Superintendent of Moutajup 0il Wellg
Company. '

Another Company, the Jennawarra Oil Wells, 40 OOO fffﬁf

sharea at 5/- each, was formed to test s large area of country

adjacent to the South Australian 011 Wells and Moutajup O11 Wellsf'

holdings at Moutajup. This property was reported on by Mr.r;'f

fle & '
ﬁLDei&Xﬂ? and the prospectus set out that immediately on the form

tion of the company, a site would be chosen for a bore. 'By:fhe

beginning ofNovember, 1921, RexY/clupren¥es, the Moutajup, South
com pame,s

Australian, and Jennawarra, had been formed, while the Rockefelle
A
011 Wells and the Meudell Standard 0il Wells were being floated to

prospect on properties adjacent to that of the South Australian _
011 Wells. A rotary plant, capable of drilling to a depth of f:*fj
4,000 feet, was to be used. ' i

Another Company, the Boonsh Wah 011 Wells N.L. located

/) 1

at Moutajup was floated with a capital of £10,000 Qﬁﬁ 40,000 sharea§§
were iy

at 5/-. Twenty-five thousand of these shareshlssued to the public j%
i

at 64d. rer share on anplloation. The company was formed to a0quire,5

borin '.,
oil @Oﬁﬁﬁé@ options over property flaar Moutajup in the vicinity of gg
the bores being overated by the South Australian 0il Viells, the .
' . s e . il
¥outajup 0il iells, and the Jennawarra 01l Wells Companies, where A

discoveries of vetroleum have veen revorted over =2 wide sres,
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j ' Covering work done to 28th February, 1922.
% w336 No. 1 Bore, Moutajup =~ Abandoned.
i . .
. Wwiye w " - Water well, 327' of 5" casing left in
i . cemented,
{ w338 ) 2 " " - Water well
1 : .
i . . N
| W 331 3 " " - Water well : N
{ .
]

W3iuo 4 N " - Water well
i Wik | 5 £ " -~ Abandoned .
} WADYS 6 1 1 -
{ : .. .
! . Loz Contd.
¢
; : 80' - 154' .. Basalt
i . ‘ 154' - 163' .. Fine vhite sand .
( OO s : -
: -163' - 188' .. hard blue sand
H
L W3y 188" - 195" ., Fine grey sand

495' - 225' ,. Limestone grey granular, becoming a mass
L of shells towards the base. _
225' - 236! .. Shale, pale blue, mudstone becoming darker,

: Veins of caleite, black scum on rud and
a li tule g£as, '
€ .
i Remarks No oil. ©Pulled casing, left 20' of 63" in at top for.a
i
; water well. Fine supply of water froix 194' and onwards.
: No. 7 Bore, Koutajup; on Allotment 8 of Section 14,
N — o
i .
: Warrayure Parish; owner E. B. Noske, ;
i ;
; Log: . : ) - :
! ‘ o' - 1' 6" .. s0il, dark
1
j ' it e"-4' ., Clay, yellow

W S

4' -~ 17° .» Clay and decomposed Lasalt:

17' —124' @2.. Basalt; hard

124" - 140' .. Sand, finé browm. 6" lignite at 35,
140" - 143' .. Clay, blue

143" - 175" .. Bhale, dark blue with qua“*.; veins,

Romarka: Water at 24' (sub-artesian, stroag¥ end at 115'.62 No oid.

Pulled casing; left as a weter well. .
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water at 18 ft. Pulled casing and filled in hole. vAThis bore is

just opposite the lMoutajup Oil Wells Bore No. 1.

Bore No. 6: On Allotment 3 of Sectlon XX, Parish of.warrayure.
: Owner P. C. Randrech. : .

Log - 0-1% ft. soil;
. . 1%-6 ft4 clay brown;
6-80 ft, Basalt, fairly hard;

Water at 56~ftn:in'fair quamtity,  No .casing in yet.

In the "Argus" of 23rd July, 1921, an advertisement ap-p;ir;

peared @ for the Boola Boola Petroleum and . Natural Gas Company, in

which the following statement was made -

"Professor Sir Edgeworth David, the eminentf:u s rali

geologist, strongly favors the striking of oil 1n the Vi

measures. " L_ying to absence in Central

mentdid nat come under his notice at,the

"I beg to state that those_who

coal measures”. This I have never done, for the_simple ret

in the Victorian cohl measures is absent. I mean by suchﬁevidence

S

seepage of oil in the form of true oil scum, not the irrhdescent
form of oxide or carbonate ot 1ron so commonly mistaken for 1t,,
floating on the creeks, water’ holes, etc. ~Actua1-oil springs;,orﬂg
discharge of natursl gas, occurrence of gas pockets, asphaltum or
bitumen in &8@ porous. rocks, are. originally permeated by rock oil..f

"Argus, "
")-‘i]’l\’L,‘L-
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~ South Austfralian 0il Wells (Contd.) - 506789 UQ/
Wss? No. 2 BO]_"G, on Sec. 115, Parish .Of Moutajup - .

3' = 39' Basalt
220' - 222" Sandstone and tuff; fossil shells and corals
(Tertiary)
223' - 259' Sand and gravel with corals
265" 274" lee ‘tone pale and fine grained. Bace of
Miocene strata?

\ 280' - 303! Blue shale (probably Jurassic?)
Vl&*%'/ NB. 3 Bore, on Secu‘113, Parish Moutajup, Elevation 765 feet -

Sands and gravel to 219 feet
. 219' - 222 Hard white sandstone.

\4/3‘;-?"2‘1\10' 4 Bore, Sec. 118B, Parish Moutagup, 790 feet above sealevel.

0'.- 66" vlay and sand o
‘ - 66' - 213' - Sand within 100 yeds. of high knob of basalt
' . . : but bore showed none.
213' - 216' Shell fragments.
260' - 283" Blue shale with quartz.

.

V/ 33 Srvloutagup 011 Coe - .
Bore No. 1, Parish Jennawarra, near northwest corner Allot.4, uec. G. -

6' - 11' Basalt Aneroid 740 feet
Clay ahd sand to 181 feet. *
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Angrlesea Bores, p. 1981 -~

'No. 1 Bore, Sec. XIII, Purish|{Angahook, mnear Anglesea River -

39' - 186' DBlack parbonaceous mudstone
274: 282: Brown kcoal
601’ ‘312' - Brown kcoal
418' - 428' Brown goal
455' - 462' Coursd sand.

s = o e s e SRS g e

No. 2 Bore, Noble Lease, 46 gh. west of No. 1 and 250 ft. higher, p.l&
" 105' - 500"~ Black nudstons L rsasny
366' - 439' Brown |clay; beds of fossil shells 7;,,,F¢ﬂaf\'

580' -.582' Brown)coal et -y

736' - 741' Brown|coal ST L @i L DA i
. 742" Nhitigh clay. ‘Uw,?w,;”wf :«Zz
Moutajup - - . ‘ S A 0[4/ Vi, o’Z&‘/ oy

No. 8 Bore, Allot. 3B, 3ec. C Parish Jennawarra = . 7 , /A, 2,5
. /

' ‘16" - 201' Basalt 4,56 &,
‘ ‘“'C' 231" - 262' Tertiary shells . e _’7’ -
o72' Bedrock (Ordovician) ‘ . o

7 Bore, Allot 8, Sec. 14, Parish of Warrayure (North) -

4' - 122" Basalt
6" lignite at 135"
'143' Blue shale with quartz veins.

6 Bore, p. 130, on Allot. 3, Sec. XX, Parish Warrayure -
6' - 154' DBasalt
195' - 225' Limestone mass of shells toward base.
225' - 236' Pale blue shale; bedrock 7.

5 Bore, Allot. 1, Sec. 9, Parish Jennawarra, Opposite Moutajup
: . 011 Wells No. 1l bore -

g' - 18' Basalt / =
sand to 36' pulled casing.. water bore.

4 Bore - %VLﬂMnJ[%J\

213! - 216' shell fragments upper Tertiary
260' - 283" Blue shales with- quartz.

3 Bore -  Onaoend P

.992' - 228 tud ; v
228! - 239' nuartzite ,

‘South Australisn 0il Wells -

Ko. 1 Dore, Sec. 121, Parish Moutajup -
to 165 fecet in coarse sand. ¢

Wo. la, 60 yards southwest of No. 1, Elevation 785 feet -

2! 60' Dasalt
131" - 134'6" Lignite - ‘
217! 430' DBlue shale Bedrock?
430' - 504' Pale blue shale, Stopped at 504 feete...
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