I

W ELL CELementary

ReforT

SA. OIL WELLS

MOUTA JuPl -1

W336




PES04035

This is an enclosure indicator page.
The enclosure PE904035 is enclosed within the
container PE906783 at this location in this

document.

The enclosure PE904035 has the following characteristics:

ITEM_BARCODE

CONTAINER_BARCODE =

NAME

BASIN =

PERMIT =
= WELL

TYPE
SUBTYPE

DESCRIPTION =

REMARKS
DATE_CREATED

DATE_RECEIVED =

W_NO
WELL_NAME

CONTRACTOR =

CLIENT_OP_CO

(Inserted by DNRE

PE904035
PE906783
Well card
OTWAY

WELL_CARD

Well Card, South Australian 0il Wells
No.l, Section 121, (enclosure from Well
Elementary) for Moutajup-1

30/11/21

W336

South Australian 0Oil Wells Moutajup-1
South Australian 0il Wells No.l

Sth Australian 0il Wells Co. NL.

Vic Govt Mines Dept)




The Commonweslth Government offer for oil

in payakble cuentities attracted attention, and @@@ it was stated in
August, 1921, fthat in a shallow bore near Moutajup, a small townshipé
on the railway line between Dunkeld and Hamilton in Western Victoria,é
Fuet —etroleym had oceen Tound, . This was referred to by Mr. H., C. %
Dod, BeSc., Who,in a report to the Directors on the South Australian ?
0il Wells Company, recormmended the exercising of an option over the i
holdings of the Western District Cil Syndicate, with the object of
immediately developing the area, The Directors adopted his recom-

mendation, and secured leases to the extent of 5,000 acres in the

viecinity.@® ]:ghen boring for water about 1910, a contractor ob-

served indications of "oil." Nothing was done until 1921, when a

syndicate was formed and the matter was brought under the notice
of the South Australian 0il Wells Company who secured an option
over the leases, A bore which had reached a depth of 176 feet wak
@éopead@ deepened. Samples of the material from the bore ‘wera
tested in the field snd it was reported that positive petro» an
results were obtained. Mr. Dod stated® that the work alreedy

had proved "the presence of thick beds of carbenaceous>shal

taining all the orgsnic matter necessary for the‘formAtieﬁie

in quantity, also the proper series of sirata favorable'
concentration of oil. The ground consists of alternating ‘BE
clays, and shaleé\covered by thick layer of basalt. The:b al

and layers of clay,he asserts,\acccunt for the absence ofvsu 1
indications "and the presence of oil sand containing visible;ei
small percentage was only proved by chance while boring for w'
Reports received in Melbourne at the end of July that "011 had\be
dlscovered" led to speculation in South Australian 0il Wells sh
which rose from 18d. on 19th July to 12/- on the 10th August.

the receipt of Dod s report however, share values declined shaiply
to 9/-. The following day, 11lth August, 1921, Mr. Barnes, Minis’
for Mines, said ©3G9@EAEEPAQ when commenting upon the claim fhaft“’
petroleum had been discovered at Moutajup "that he would advise thé §

bublic to exerciss caution. The Mines Bepartment, he explained, *
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not wish to damp the ardour of o0il searchers or to force its
se who thought their knowledge was superior to that
of the seological staff, but he would urge that those who claimed to
have discovered free minersl oil and to be in Possession of samples
should submit them for test to Commonwealth or State Sovernment
analysts, "
A Company, the Moutajup 0il Wells, N.L., was formed
in Sevtember, 1921; the legal Manager Waé Mre H, E. Connelly, and
boring operations were commenced on Mt, Sturgeon Estate, The South
Australian Cil Wells Company was interested 1n&th;:;;éa, and the
drilling was carried out by the Goldfields Diamond Drilling Company.
Huts @@8@ for the men, an offlce, and a laboratory were erected.
M Lennan
Mr. Charles Mckelden, the discoverer of the 011 in-

Cications, was the Field Superintendent of Moutajup 01l Wells

Company.

Another Company, the Jennawarra 0il Wells, 40,000
sharea at 5/~ each, was formed to test a large area of country

adjacent to the South Australisn Oil Wells and Moutajup 0il Wells '

holdlngs at Moutajup. This property Was reported on by Nr,
len
hww'&% and the prospectus set out that immediately on the formeaw

Y

tion of the company, a site would be chosen for a Dore. By thi

beginning ofNovember, 1921, ﬁuﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁmﬁuﬁékg the Moutajup, South_i
companies
Austrglian, and Jennawarra, had been formed, while the Rockefeller
A
0il Wells and the Meudell Standard 0il Wells were being floated te

prospect on properties adjacent to that of the South Australian .

0il Wells. A rotary plant, capable of drilling to a depth of

et

4,000 feet, was to be used,

Another Company, the Boonagéﬁah 0il Wells N.L. 1Q§atedi

\n o
at Moutajup was floated with a capltal of £10,000 ead 40,000 shares

weve
at 5/-, Twenty-five thousand of these shareshissued to the public |

R R e e R e o s

at 6d. per share on application. The company was formed to acquire

borin
oil @@@@@é@ options over property fiear Moutajup in the vicinity of

the Bores being operated by the South Australian 0il Wiells, the

Moutajup 0i1l Wells, and the Jennawarra 0il Wells Companies, where

discoveries of pPetroleum have been reported over a2 wide ares.
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" in close proximity to Portland with its wonderful harbour affording

Ol and GAS DIVISION

on *thz field, end veouched for thz rresence of pet troleum, and stated

that hed similar indications been pProven in a new district in

IR

Jelifornia a drilling boom would . Nave followed. Already all the

~hief features of successful o0il fields have been »nroved to exist
at ‘outajup.... Brine spikings soc common on many oil fields occur at
Toutajup. The proximity of the Grampians is an interesting

feature of the field, inasmuch as the chief o0il fields of the world

are to be found flanking the great mountain ranges. The location

of the Moutajup field for economic development is execellent, being

easy access to the markets of the neighbouring States. Immediately

on the formation of the company, a site will be chosen for a bore,

s0 that progress may be co-incident with developments in the

apparent venture,"

On the 22nd November, 1921, the Directors of the Moutajup

0il Wells received a telegram from the Field Superintendent, stat- B

ing that there was a good show of oil in the bore at 153 feet, and |

asking that a geologist be sent to make an examination of the oc-

currence. On the 26th November, Mr. Stanley Hﬁnter reported.as

under:

"BORING AT MOUTAJUP

PARISH OF JENNAWARRA

by Stanley Hunter, Engineer for Boring.

"The country in the neighbourhood of the Moutajup‘bofe

HARCN

consists of almost flat basaltic plains underlying which are strata |

s

i

®@0@@E@ somewhat similar to those proved south of Rokewood and

A

Pitfield consisting of clays and sands, occasionally containing in

the upper portions small quantities of ligneous material, probably

e S e

derived from swamp beds or drift vegetation. The sub-artesian

water level in tkis district ranges from a few to sbout 60 feet @8

from surface =2nd there is but little doubt that the whole of the

Tertiary formation here is waterlogged and analogous to the deep

lead areas in other paris of Victoria. The bedrock here will @ﬁmwmfl
Grdov-Celons %Auw4@§wm amd&uum14nwﬂkQuﬂw%¢‘uﬂh4i ;




svout 300 feet from the surface. The foregoing strata are under
%istin. s20logical conditions wholly unfavourasble for o0il pros-—
vechinge
YOn arriving at the borehole baling operations were com-
manceds The baler consisted of an open iron tube about 4" in
“izmeter with a retention valve at the lower end and holding about
3 gallons. This was sunk to the botbm of the hole and raised and
jowered about a foot in Jjerks to induce the bottom sands into the
baler. On raising and emptying into a wooden tub a few small
films of oily substance® were observed to rise to the surface; these
varied from a mere wisp to round and oval films the size of a
shilling and usually four or five were counted at each baling,
I collected a number of films from five bailings for test purposes.
"Assuming that baling is carried out at intervals during
any one day for say a total of four hours, about 60 balings would
be completed, giving a total of spproximately 210 gallons of @Be®
whichhearly a quarter would be sand. Allowing the average number 7
of films at each baling as five and the ares of each film as one
square inch, then one single drop of natural or crude oil such as
would fall from a vertically held lead pencil, the end of which gﬁiﬁi
been dipped for éne inch in the o0il, would be sufficient to prodﬁiu
all the oil films obtained from such bailings in the four hours

mentioned above.

"The statements, therefore, which appeared in the 'Age'

of the 23rd and 24th inst. respectively that there "was a good show -
of 0il in the bore at 153 feet® and *Directors visited well with |
expert, oil unmistakably present in steadily increasing quentities®’
are not in accord with facts as observed by me. No precesutions ap-
pear to be taken to prevent oil from the oil engine on boring plant
getting in*tc the bore or on to tre cable attached to bagler, and it
would be a most extrasordinary thing if some o0il from the plent did
not, under przsent working methods, get into the borehole. So small
is the amount of o0il necessary tc produce a large film on water that
a mere suspi~ion of o0il in the driller's hands when handling the

beler and nable wonuld be sufficient to create gquite a number of
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fi10s such 88 wersa observed, I am compslled, therefore, to con-

clu?e Srat the oil reported as velias oovitained from the bore is the

recult of accidental inclusioa of lubricatiag oil through insuf-
fintlant nrecaution on the vart of the drillars,

"1 gu gest that this report be made available %o the press
and *tat the investiag puolic be iuvited o coafer with this depart-

meat prior to buyiig ans o0il company shares in the State."

The=-Companysr-en=the-reacipt-ef-Hunkepr

Kg’cicé”‘* // b A 57 %}uuameQWM&Lw4
e

Three samplesl?ere sted at the Laboratory. One con-

Vdv33q.eﬁsted of Ordovician bedrock(slate and sandstone containing quartz

W33g

;dssé

and calcite from bores 1A and 2 of the South Australian 0il Wells. i
140 F™ ol VS fF in ;
Two samples of black cemented sand froszore No. 1 of the Moutajup |

0il Company gave no oil.

2
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21 Jueen Sireet,
Mel boufne,

5th November, 1921,
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Re _Avplicstion for Fadergl Bonus

Further to my letter of tiie 6th of Octovber last, I append
report on voring for period ended 2nd November, 1921

No., 1 bore, on sec. 121, Parish Moutajup, was deepened from
175 to 185 feet and then left as a water well, Five inch casing to
177 feet in coarse sand. Very falir and potable water in good
~uantity.

No. 1 A bore, sec, 121, is 60 yards S.W. of No. 1. Started
it with 8" casing on 17th October and "landed" this casing at
134 feet in brown coal and clay on 2nd November, )

Water at 65 feet, fresh and increasing in quantity as bore is
deepened. Cil films first seen on water from 95 feet, continuing
to 117 feet and then again and stronger in dark sand from 123 fo
126,

Log 0! - 2 8andy soil
2! - 60! ‘Basalt decomposed in spots to clay
60" - 123" Sand, red, yellow, cresm
123" - 131' 6" Sand, brownish, darkening
131' 6" - 134' 6" Lignite with clay streaks B
134' 6" ~ 136" Sand, blackened by cosal, dust and clay |

No., 2 bore, on sec, 115, Parish Moutajup, County of Dundas, Vie, ||

begun on October 3rd. One shift,

Log ©' 3'  Black soil
3! - 39! Basalt, hard ’
39t - 168" Sand, various colors with clay slurry
increasing. ' -

168* - 172! Clay, sandy brown

172° - 180" Sand, brownish

180" - 182! Sandstone, hard, gray, fine grained

182! - 185! Clay, brown sandy

185" - 190° Sand, gray

190" - 208" Gravel and sand, coarse

208" - 211" Sandstone :

211" - 220" Sand and gravel

222" Sandstone andtuff with many fossils of
shells and corals. (Tertiary age)

220"

Used 63" casing to 222 feet, ®@@P@AR Now trying to shut off
water to test lest sandstone for oil as films were very strong
therefrom,

. Hater at 74 (poor) 174 (good supply of pure water} and again
11 sand and gravel to 208'.

R Cil films seen at 90 feet, 110 feet, 164 *o 172, 182, 185,
<20 %o 222, the last being best.

228 bubulec at S0 feet, 167 feet,

Yours faithfuily,
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1L0GS OF BORES.

SCUTIL AUS3

'RALIAN OIL WELLS.
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Anplesea Bores, pe 131~
No. 1 Bore, Sec. XIII,
39' - 186"
274" ~ 282"
301" - 312!
418" - 428"
455' - 462!

No. 2 Bore, Noble Lease, 46 ¢

105: - 500:
366" - 439
580" ~. 582"
736" -~ 741"
. 742"
Moutajup =
P .
No. 8 Bore, Allot. 3B,
. ' ; '
o72!
Noe
WELE: 4! - 124"
i 143"
No. 6 Bore, p. 130, on
Wiu? 6' - 154"
195' - 225!
295! - 236"
Noe

- Brown

" Black

ParishLAngahook, near Anglesea River -

Black
Brown

arbonaceous mudstone
coal

coal

c oal

gsande.

Brown
Coarse

highel", Pe 134

i Sy g et L g

he west of No. 1 and 250 ft.

Jedane tha
\é,lm:t reeor

T&rr:ﬁcﬂﬁ

G n e
N

mudstone '

Brown |clay; beds of fossil shells
BI’OWH coal A .-ﬂ\‘./
Brownjcoal

Whitigh claye.

/4}'6754/ ,A%é(f?ﬁ)/éOkﬂ

| _ /I 2, F
Basalt 4,5, ¢ &,
Tertiary shells . f (s
Bedrock (Ordovician) .

Sec. C, Parish Jennawarra -

7 Bore, Allot 8, Sec. 14, Parish of Warrayure (North) -

Basalt ‘ ;
6" lignite at 135"
Blue shale with quartz veins.

Allot. 5, Sec. XX, Parish Warrayure -

Basalt
Limestone mass of shells toward base

Pale blue shale' bedrock 7.

5 Bore, Allot. 1, Sec. 9, Parish Jennawarra, opp051te Moutajup

0il Wells No. 1l bore -~

Basalt

g' - 18!
sand to 36' pulled casing.. water bore.
Noe. 4 Bore - %quMﬂq "
wluo ] [Wf«
213" -~ 216' shell fragments upper Tertiary
260' - 283' Blue shales with quartaz.
No. 3 Bore = %WW
992! - 228' Mud
W39 228' - 239" Quartzite
South Australisn 0il Wells =
W34 No. 1 Bore, Sec. 121, Parish Moutajup -
to 165 feet in coarse sand. p h
No. la, 60 yards southwest of No. 1, Elevation 785 feet -
REE - 2' - 60' Basalt
131" - 134'6" Lignite - |
517' - 430' DBlue shale Bedrock?
430! - 504' Pale blue shale, Stopped at 504 fcet.uu-

El

‘f\.rr




This letter was held over until the return to office of

the Ministers

e gon HooTer

SOUTH AUSTRALTIAN OIL WELLS

el*”
[a‘y 77

Covering work dons at Moutajup to Jenuary 31lst, 1922,
"-————‘—-—-——

No. 1 Bore: Water well., Sanded up $0 pulled all casing and
: WB} 6 . abandoned, ' -

; No. 1 As Cement set well, but did not shut off water. Left &Y
FWR3TE

casing to 327 feet cemented. Now pulling out 8" and

. 6E" casing, .
W33  No. Water well, -

§F33°1 No. Log - 222-228 Sand soft and white with hard layers;
: : b ' 228-239 guartzite grey and hard}cemenﬁing failed,
1led 62" casing and put inPO0 feet of 5" pipe,
Left hole as a weter welle

66-213 ft. - sand and gravel;

213-216 ft. - Calcarcous sand with shell fragments.
(Upper Tertiary)

216-223 Sandstone grey and hard;

225-230 Sand fine white cemented by pele blue clay; :
230-256  Shale pale blue, |
256-260 Sandstone white =smd hard;

260-283 Shale blue with guartz inclusions, 8lso

layers of fine blue sandstohe.

Left 222 f£t. of 63" casing in the bore for a water well.

Water at 90 f£4. and 214 Pi.; a large supply at latter level.

01l films 1253 £+, onward to 216 ft. patchy.
Gas bubbles 123 to 230 £t, patchys
o

5 w?3Hl No, 55 On allotment 1 of section 9, Parish of Jennawarra.
: — QOwner N. Young,

Loy - Q—S{fte'sandy soils
Stz gravel

Lk Cley buff, soft

el Basalt decomposed
1834 Sand, hard and then soft

B33 Sand bar _cemented by iron ox - A%ﬁ e
55-56 © Sort send g Lrom oxlde
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN T2D00 0IL WBLIS COMPANY
'Covering work done to 28inh February, 1922,
w336 No. 1 Bore, Moutajup - Abandoned,
@
’ Wiz 1A " " - Water well, 327" of 5" casing left in
~ . cemented,
LJ/Kﬁg‘ 2 t " - Water well
W 339 3" i - Water well
é W3aiuo 4 w " ~ Water well
| Wik 5 & d ~  Abandoned
W3lu2 6 " - ‘
. Log Contd° |
- 807 - 154" ., Basalt

- 154" - 163' .. Fine white sang
(VAN RRATYCE ‘
163° -~ 188" .. hard bluc sand

W3gy 188" - 195" ., Fine grey sand

495' - 225' ,. Limestons 8roy gramilar, becoming a mess
L of shells towards the base,

} 225% ~ 235* ., Shale, pale blue, mudstone becoming darker, i

‘ Veins of calcite, black secum on mud and i
a little gas,

Remarkss No oil. ®Pulled casing, left 30' of 62" in at top for.a

water well, Fine 8Upply of water from 194! and onwards.,

Nos 7 Bore, Moutajup; on €835 Allotment 8 of Section 14,

[anmn

Warrsyure Parish; owner E. B. Noske, . : 3

Log: : v : i

O' hand 1? 6“ ® ® Soil; daPk ’

' 1" 6h.at e Clay, yellow !
Wik i ; o
4' - 17 «s Clay and decomposed basglt

1?’~m4’@@@3%sat,hm@

124" - 140' ,, Sand, Fine brown. 6" lignite at 335°,
140' - 143' ., Clay, blue

143" - 175' ., Shale, davk blue with quartz veins,

Remarks: Water at 94! (sub-artesian, strong¥ and at 113'.6n No oib,
Remarks

(63}

casing; left as & water well, .

o]
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